
POLICY STATEMENT

POLICY
This policy statement reflects the Archdiocese of Brisbane’s commitment to
the principles and practice of the Workplace Health and Safety Act 1995. It
has been developed through a consultative process involving school
principals, senior administration staff, clergy, school officers, classroom
teachers, the Queensland Independent Education Union and other
stakeholders.

In his encyclical letter Centesimus Annus (1991), Pope John Paul II wrote
that he

attributed to the “public authority” the “strict duty” of providing properly for the
welfare of the workers, because a failure to do so violates justice.

In following this request of Pope John Paul II and as an employer, Brisbane
Catholic Education recognises its obligations under the Workplace Health and
Safety Act. Those who have responsibility for implementing this policy will be
expected to continue to manage health and safety risks at Brisbane Catholic
Education facilities according to legislative requirements where applicable. At
all times Brisbane Catholic Education will  take reasonable precaution and
exercise proper diligence in this most important area.

This policy statement will assist in that task. It is an indispensable policy that
I commend to all staff engaged in Catholic education throughout the
Archdiocese. I have no doubt that it will assist us all in furthering our
commitment to total education in the overall mission of the Archdiocese.

Sincerely in Christ,

Most Rev John Bathersby DD
ARCHBISHOP OF BRISBANE

Workplace Health and Safety Policy

RATIONALE

For several years Brisbane Catholic Education has
promoted workplace health and safety in Brisbane
Catholic Education schools and colleges through a
variety of program initiatives and has encouraged
schools to implement appropriate local policies and
procedures.

This approach is founded upon the Church’s social
justice teachings, the existence of legislative
requirements and the legal duties of care of the
teacher to student and employer to employee.

Under the Workplace Health and Safety Act,
Brisbane Catholic Education has an obligation to
promote the workplace health and safety of its
employees at work, students, volunteers and visitors
to its facilities, with particular emphasis on the
process of risk management.

In parish schools and colleges, the responsibility for
workplace health and safety by the provision and
maintenance of safe buildings, grounds and
equipment is shared by school and parish.

CONSEQUENCES

• Brisbane Catholic Education will coordinate
strategies to meet relevant legislative
requirements and organisational objectives
regarding the management of workplace health
and safety risks.

• Brisbane Catholic Education schools and
colleges will develop and implement policies
and procedures that support this policy.

• Regular audits of workplace health and safety
performance of Brisbane Catholic Education
schools and colleges, and the Brisbane Catholic
Education Centre will be undertaken.

• Support and advice will be offered, where
appropriate, to principals, parish priests, other
members of Brisbane Catholic Education school
and college communities and staff of the
Brisbane Catholic Education Centre regarding
legislative requirements and the management
of workplace health and safety risks.

• Every Brisbane Catholic Education school and
college will establish and maintain a Workplace
Health and Safety Committee in accordance
with Brisbane Catholic Education guidelines.

• The responsibilities with regard to buildings,
grounds and equipment in parish schools and
colleges will be clearly defined and
communicated.

• Employees, students, volunteers and visitors will
continue to have shared responsibility for their
own health and safety, and that of others who
may be affected by their actions.
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Brisbane Catholic Education is committed to providing and maintaining safe and healthy
learning and working environments for its employees, students in its care, volunteers and
visitors to its workplaces. In doing so it enacts the Church’s social justice teachings. This is
done according to the requirements of the Workplace Health and Safety Act and its
regulations and advisory standards, other relevant legislation and administrative regulations,
procedures and guidelines adopted by Brisbane Catholic Education.




