
 
  

REFLECTION 

Hail Mary, full of grace 

The Lord is with thee. 

Blessed art thou among women 

and blessed 

is the fruit of thy womb, Jesus. 

 

 

PRINCIPAL’S REPORT 

To all members of the All Saints’ Community, 
 
Rain, rain, glorious rain! May it continue to gently fall.   
I hope you have enjoyed the rain over the past few days as much as I have. Having this liquid gold fall from 
the heavens has refreshed our region so much. Our ovals are looking fresh and green. The mountains are 
clear and vibrate. Our beautiful region is looking so alive. Thank you God for this much needed rain!  
 
Harmony Day: Tuesday 21 March 
Last Tuesday our Year 3 students engaged in a number of activities throughout the day to celebrate Harmony 
Day. Harmony Day is a celebration of our cultural diversity – a day of cultural respect for everyone who calls 
Australia home. 
 
I spoke with some of the Year 3 students about what the day meant to them: 
 
Tyler: we learnt things about some of our neighbouring countries. Indonesia is a 
country that has lots of temples. The people there make many offerings at these 
temples and they have lots of gods that they pray to. We have only one God. 

 
Noel: We did a whole lot of things: dancing, dressing up, 
playing games. Some of the games came from other 
countries and they were fun to play. We also did some painting and colouring. 
 
Jaiden: Harmony Day was about enjoying food from other countries. 
I liked the food. 
 
Riley: We had the chance to play games from other countries. We 

tasted a noodle dish from Indonesia, a bun from Fiji and a lolly cake from New Zealand. 
 
Francesca: It was a day to celebrate the diversity of Australia. A 
day to celebrate our freedom: no wars in our country; we don’t 
have to run away from bombs. We ate different foods, played a game from Indonesia 
and enjoyed some craft activities.  
 
Facts and figures 
Below are some statistics about Australia’s diversity: 

 around 45 per cent of Australians were born overseas or have at least one parent who was 

 we identify with about 300 ancestries 

 since 1945, more than 7.5 million people have migrated to Australia 

 85 per cent of Australians agree multiculturalism has been good for Australia 

 apart from English, the most common languages spoken in Australia are Mandarin, Italian, Arabic, 
Cantonese, Greek, Vietnamese, Tagalog/Filipino, Spanish and Hindi 

 more than 60 Indigenous languages are spoken in Australia. 
These facts are taken from ABS 2011 Census Data. 

P

h

o

n

e

 
5

4

6
3

 

1
3

2

2 

P
r

e

s
c

h

o
o

l

 
5

4

6
3

 

4
1

3
9 

M

o

b
   

0

4
 

9

 
6

4

0
 

5

2
6 

1.  
 

 
 

 

 
 

 F

ax     

OPTION 

B-  

Complete a 

handwritten 

registration form 

and give along with 

payment to your 

AFL Auskick Co-

Phone 5463 1322 

Fax     5463 2597 

Email pboonah@bne.catholic.edu.au 
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Parental Involvement: How can you get involved?   
Parental involvement is and has always been encouraged and welcomed. This can happen in many ways: 

 Helping out in the classroom: reading to the students in the classroom; listening to students read; helping 
out with class rotations. 

 Being part of the Tuckshop roster on a Friday. 

 Coming along to help out at school working bees. (One is planned for Term 2 on Saturday May 6. Please 
mark this date.) 

 Joining the P&F; coming along to a meeting once a month; volunteering to become a member of the P&F 
Executive.  We still require a new Secretary.  

A new initiative will be introduced next Term. I invite everyone to be an active participant in the school and in 
the learning opportunities for our students.   
 
Fassifern Inter-School Swimming Carnival: Thursday 23 March  
This event was held yesterday. Our students were absolutely amazing! 
Their enthusiasm and competition in the pool was inspiring. Their encouragement and support for all 
swimmers was outstanding! Each and every one of them was a magnificent representative of our school. Well 
done students! 
On top of that they were also successful in winning both trophies on offer again: The Aggregate Trophy and 
the Percentage Trophy. Go All Saints’!! 
 
A huge thank you to the parents/carers who came along to support our swimmers and to also serve at the 
canteen that operated on the day. All your help and support is gratefully appreciated.  
 
Staff Long Service Leave 
As in most industries and businesses today, staff members have an opportunity to access paid long service 
leave. Throughout this year a number of staff will be taking the opportunity to do this. Currently Mrs Hinrichsen 
has taken some leave and is enjoying a trip overseas. Mrs Rebelo will be taking 2 weeks leave during Term 2. 
Other staff will be taking some leave later in the year.  
When Relief staff are employed, they are provided with a comprehensive plan to ensure that the learning for 
the students is uninterrupted. 
 
Fundraising Event: Crazy Hair Day, Thursday 30 March 
Next Thursday the students, staff and parents, are invited to participate in a fundraising event: Crazy Hair Day! 
This event will be used to raise money to support the work of the Leukaemia Foundation and their ‘Shave for a 
Cure Day’. We will not be ‘shaving’ anyone; instead we invite the students to wear their hair in a ‘crazy’ 
manner for one day. Most of us know someone who is or has suffered from leukaemia, cancer or some other 
related disease. (There are members of our own community who have lived with and are living with this 
situation.) Any money that we raise will help support the work that the medical profession are doing to find a 
cure. 
 
Students may: 

 ‘dress’ their hair with gel in an usual/crazy way 

 wear a wig or a ‘funny’ hat or headband 
Students are not to dye or colour their hair. Whatever is added to their hair must be gone by the next day of 
school. 
 
Students are invited to donate a gold coin for the privilege of wearing their hair in an usual/crazy way. Please 
support this fundraising event if you can.  
 
2018 Commonwealth Games Queen’s Baton Relay: School Nominations 
Thank you to those students/families who nominated for this opportunity to carry the Commonwealth Games 
Queen’s Baton and to represent our school. Nominations have now closed. In considering nominations, the 
following criteria will be considered:   
1. The student must be a minimum of 10 years of age by the start of the Queen’s Baton Relay which begins 

in Australia on 25 December, 2017. 
2. Must write in 100 words or less why they should be considered to be a Baton bearer.  
A Baton bearer is someone who meets one or more of the following criteria: 

 Has achieved something extraordinary or inspired others to achieve something extraordinary 

 Has made a significant contribution to either sport, education, the arts, culture, charity or within the 
community 

 Has excelled, or aspires to excel athletically or personally 

 Who contributes to a fun, friendly, vibrant and inclusive community 



Dates to Remember: 

Dates: Event/Activity: 

Tues Mar 28 IEP meetings 

Wed Mar 29 Day of Excellence: some Yr6 students will be visiting Boonah 
SHS for the day 

Thurs Mar 30 Fundraising event: Crazy Hair Day – gold coin donation 

Fri Mar 31 Assembly: Easter Reflection, 8:50am 
Final day of Term 1. School concludes at 3:00pm 

 
Good luck to those teams competing in finals this weekend. 
Go the Rebels vigoro teams! Go the women’s Lions AFL team! 
 
Take care. 
 
Shane Seymour 
Principal 
 
Classroom Visits and Collection of Students 
Due to Work Place Health & Safety guidelines, parents and carers are required to report to the Office when 
they are entering the school to visit classrooms or to collect students for appointments, when they are ill or 
leaving early. It is not okay for parents and carers to appear at classroom doors to speak with the teacher or to 
collect a student.  
  

APRE REPORT 

Friday Morning Assembly 

This morning’s assembly was just a message assembly. Because Easter falls at the end of the school holidays 

some 4 weekends away, next Friday’s assembly on the last day of term will have a Holy Week focus. Parents 

and families are warmly welcomed to join us.  

 

The Season of Lent—Third week 

The Gospel reading for last Sunday was that of the Samaritan 

woman at a well. We hear that Jesus approaches her as she was 

fetching water and asked her for a drink. There are lots of 

nuances hidden in this account that today we may not even be 

aware of. Firstly, Jews would not normally have used the same 

cup and bowl that a Samaritan had used. Secondly, it was 

taboo for a Jewish male to approach an unaccompanied 

woman, let alone a Samaritan woman. And, normally women 

would get their water in the cool of the morning or evening, 

certainly not at the hottest part of the day. As it turns out, the 

woman hadn’t lived too pure a life so, by getting her water 

then, she was possibly avoiding the comments and criticism of 

the other women of the town. She doesn’t understand when 

Jesus says, ‘Everyone who drinks this water will be thirsty again, but whoever drinks the water I give him will 

never thirst. Indeed, the water I give him will become in him a spring of water welling up to eternal life’ and 

she thinks that receiving this water would mean she does not have to go to the well every day (and be the 

subject of town gossip). After some more conversation she comes to understand that Jesus is the Christ and then 

tells everyone in the town. This unnamed woman goes from being a shunned outsider to an evangelist and 

through her actions, many Samaritans came to know Jesus and in doing so, accepted Jesus’ offer of ‘living 

water’.  

 

Feast Days 

The Church celebrated the feast of St Joseph on Monday.  

Tomorrow is the feast of St Joseph, husband of Mary. He also was a man  

of faith and a displayed great loyalty to Mary in what would have been a very 

difficult time. As a loving husband and father, Joseph put the safety and needs of his 

family first.  

 

 



This coming Sunday is the Feast of the Annunciation. This feast day commemorates the visit of 

the archangel Gabriel to the Virgin Mary, during which he informed her that she would be the mother of Jesus 

Christ, the Son of God. It is celebrated on 25 March each year. 

 

Catherine McAuley Charism 

When Catherine was almost twenty, she went to live with William and Catherine Callaghan an elderly, wealthy, 

protestant couple. For twenty years she cared for the Callaghan’s and their Coolock house Estate. During her 

time there she grew closer to God through prayers and performed many works of charity reaching out to the 

poor and neglected. Catherine felt a strong call to devote her life to the service of the 

poor and the sick and the uneducated. When Catherine inherited the Callaghan’s 

fortune she used the money to build the house of Mercy on Baggot Street in Dublin. 

This became a home for working girls and orphans and a school for poor children. 

Catherine also attended the sick and dying in their homes and walked the streets 

helping those in need.  

 

Other women such as Elizabeth Harley joined Catherine and helped her work. In 1831 Catherine founded the 

sisters of Mercy. The assembly grew rapidly and the sisters were soon set up in other parts of Ireland and 

England. On November 11, 1841, Catherine passed away having established 14 houses of Mercy. 

 

Just a thought... Try to meet all with peace and ease. Catherine McAuley 
  

Have a great week ahead 

 

Karen 

 
 

SCHOOL NEWS   

The All Saints’ Shooting Star Award 
Congratulations to the following students who were selected by their teachers for the Shooting Star 
awards. 

 

Prep   -  Rory K 
Yr 1W - Keira W 
Yr 2F  - Laina S 
Yr 2V  - Stevie-Lee J 
Yr 3S  - Tyler C 
Yr 4RD  - Alex W 
Yr 4W - Hayden O 
Yr 5/6B - Alex S 
Yr 5/6C - Maddison K 
 
The All Saints’ Shining Star Award 
Congratulations to the following students who were selected by their teachers for the Shining Star 
awards. 

 
Prep  -  Crystal G 

Yr 1W - Bianca G 
Yr 2F  - Liam F 
Yr 2V  - Jack O’H 
Yr 3S  - Nicholas B 

Yr 4RD - Cooper B 
Yr 4W - Nathan K 
Yr 5/6B - Stevie-Ann M 
Yr 5/6C - Bryce M 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

BIRTHDAYS   

 
Wishing these students a very  

Happy Birthday! 

 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

OFFICE NEWS   

Newsletter Items 
Any items or notices for our newsletter should be sent to this email address: 
pboonahnews@bne.catholic.edu.au   

 

FINANCE NEWS   

Fees were due on 10 March 2017, reminder notices will be sent next week via email.  If you have not received your fees 

invoice via email, please do not hesitate to contact the school office. 

 

 

ART NEWS   

Year 4 students completed their Sea Animal Scenes by using water colour inks on diffusing paper. Students added sea salt 

granules to their wet artwork to add texture and a second layer of patterning. Students then made thoughtful design 

choices by selecting coloured paper to frame and enhance their artwork.  

 

Featured artworks belong to: Seth T, Indiana J, Jed A, Millie O'H, Ryley T and Kate B.  

 

Thank you to Mrs Moya Rabbitt for assisting us during the Art lessons. 

 

 

Mar 20 Archer N Yr 2 

 21 Lilly D Prep 

 24 Ella J Prep 
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LEARNING SUPPORT NEWS  

 

Improve Reading Comprehension in  
Your Child 

 

Help your child to improve reading comprehension: a crucial reading skill.  
 
 
Here are six tips to improve reading comprehension in your child.  
 

1. Have him/her read aloud. This forces the child to go slower, which gives her more time to process 
what she reads, which improves reading comprehension. Plus, she's not only seeing the words, 
she's hearing them, too. You can also take turns reading aloud – you read a page, then she reads a 
page.  
  

2. Provide the right kinds of books. Make sure your child gets lots of practice reading books that 
aren't too hard. He should recognize at least 90 percent of the words without any help. Stopping any 
more often than that to figure out a word makes it tough for him to focus on the overall meaning of 
the story. 
  

3. Reread to build fluency. To gain meaning from text and encourage reading comprehension, your 
child needs to read quickly and smoothly - a skill known as fluency. Rereading familiar, simple 
books gives your child practice at decoding words quickly, so she'll become more fluent in her 
reading comprehension.  
  

4. Supplement class reading. If your child's class is studying a particular theme, look for easy-to-
read books or magazines on the topic. Some prior knowledge will help him make his way through 
tougher classroom texts and promote reading comprehension. 
  

5. Talk about what she's reading. This "verbal processing" helps her remember and think through 
the themes of the book. Ask questions before, during, and after a session to encourage reading 
comprehension. 
 
For example:  

 Before: "What are you interested in about this book? What doesn't interest you?"  
 During: "What's going on in the book? Is it turning out the way you thought it would? What do 

you think will happen next?"  
 After: "Can you summarize the book? What did you like about it? What other books does it 

remind you of?" 
 
  



 

P&F NEWS 

P&F Secretary Wanted 
 
Secretary role: this role can be tailored to suit an individual’s skills. It only requires recording minutes of meetings, 
organising agenda for meetings, circulating meeting notices and attending to correspondence. Please talk to Clare Brandon 
if you are interested. 
 
The Federation of Parents and Friends Associations of Catholic Schools in Queensland 
The All Saints’ P&F is part of this Federation it is the statewide parent organisation officially recognised by the Catholic 
Church and Catholic Education authorities for all of the 300 Catholic schools in Queensland. 
It represents the parents and carers of more than 147,000 children in parish, diocesan and religious institute schools in the 
state. 
 
Its vision is to provide a strong voice for families in catholic schools and its mission is to provide strong leadership, 
advocacy and support for all families in catholic schools at local, diocesan, state and national levels.  
 
There are many resources available on their website: http://www.pandf.org.au 
 
You can find the P&F Federation’s newsletter here: http://pandf.schoolzineplus.com/newsletter/29201  
 
If you have any P&F matters you would like to discuss, please do not hesitate to send me an email or see me in person. 
 
Thank you. 
 
Paul Newlove 
President  
0427 636 163 
pnewlove2@gmail.com 

 

http://www.pandf.org.au/
http://pandf.schoolzineplus.com/newsletter/29201
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TUCKSHOP ROSTER 

TERM 1 – 2017 
 

 

DATE VOLUNTEER BAKING EGGS 

31/03/17 Shellee Saunders, Melissa Smith, Heff & 

Els 

Katrina Brennan  

 

If you have any queries about Tuckshop, whether it be related to volunteering or it is a general query please 

contact Karen Schefe on 0428 684 490 or myself on 0407 253 283 for further details.  

Thank you. 

 

 

NOTICES  

  

 

 
McAuley College will commence our Instrumental Program early in Term Two. We are looking 

for Instrumental Teachers who are prepared to work with the College to build a solid foundation 

for our inaugural Instrumental Program.  

Please visit our website for more details (www.mcauley.qld.edu.au). 

Applications close at 9.00 am on Monday 10 April.
 

 

http://www.mcauley.qld.edu.au/
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